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portant industries. During the following five years, 1900 to
1905, 16 urban circles in Prussia had a larger migration than
immigration.
Yet a part of this loss to the larger towns is more apparent than
real. For it is found that where the movement to these towns has
received a check, the rural districts in the neighbourhood have
rapidly increased, owing to the improvement of traffic facilities and
the tendency to remove industrial undertakings into the open
country. For the present these extra-urban areas are indepen-
dent, but eventually many of them will no doubt be incorporated
without necessary alteration of their rural character- At the
census of 1900 Prussia had 489 rural circles, and 78 of them
reported an excess of immigration over migration, the aggregate
increase being 485,509, while during the following five years the
number of circles which grew from this cause was 80, and their
total excess of immigration was 480,055, or 55,454 less than
during the preceding quinquennium. Many of these rural
circles had old industries of their own, but in the main their
expansion was a result of the overflowing of the large adjacent
towns.
Where an excess of migration took place it was in the main
confined to the East of the kingdom, a central district in the
march of Brandenburg, portions of North-west Silesia, and
the agricultural districts of the West and North-west.
Still more significant evidence of the economic transition
through which Germany is passing, changing the centre of
gravity from the country to the towns, is furnished by the
occupation censuses of 1882 and 1895,*
It is estimated that in 1843 the population engaged in
agriculture, forestry, gardening, and fishing formed 61 per cent,
of all persons earning a livelihood. When the first great
occupation census was taken in 1882 it was found that the
proportion had fallen to 48"4 per cent., and at the next occupa-
tion census of 1895 a farther decline was found to have taken
place to 87*5 per cent. The percentage of the entire popu-
lation actually dependent on agriculture, &c. (dependents
being here included), declined between 1882 and 1895 from
42-5 to 35'7 per cent. On the other hand the occupation
* At the time of writing, the results of the Occupation Census of July, 1907,
are not available.